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Referendum Was Lost and Won, David Torrance, Scotland's independence referendum on 18 September 2014
was the most significant democratic event in Scotland's history. The 100 days up to 18 September was the
official campaign period and the world's media was watching. David Torrance was there throughout, in front
of the cameras, on the radio, in the newspapers, at the debates and gatherings, privy to some of the behind-
the-scenes manoeuvrings. A passionate federalist at heart, described disparagingly by the outgoing First
Minister as 'Tory-leaning', Torrance made a valiant attempt to remain 'professionally neutral' throughout. His
commentary and analysis as the campaign went through its many twists and turns was always insightful, if not
always popular. Was it simply a victory for fear over hope? How did the Better Together campaign come so
close to losing it? How did the Yes campaign come so close to winning it? What can the people of Scotland - and
other aspirant nations - learn from this seismic democratic event? Reading this diary back during the editing
process it was clear that, like [Nate] Silver [the US polling guru whose view was that the Yes campaign had
virtually no chance of victory], | got a lot of things wrong (including the likely margin of victory) but also many
things broadly correct. At least | can plead, as journalists often do, that | was probably right at the time. David
Torrance has emerged as one of the campaign's most important commentators.[his] unauthorised biography
of Alex Salmond, Against the Odds, has become the prescribed text for the flying columns of English-based and
overseas journalists converging on Scotland in this our hour of destiny. KEVIN McKENNA, Scottish Review of
Books Torrance has...
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