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another; and, when the impossibility of all this being
accomplished without loss of caloric from the water, are
considered, it will be easy to account for the origin of warm
springs. The quantity of some springs is so little affected in dry
or in wet seasons, as to afford reasons for inferring that a
considerable proportion of the rain which falls and percolates
the earth, is consolidated in forming matter, the result of its
combination with different substances decomposing the
constituent parts of the water. Melted matter, basalt, or other
known volcanic products, appear to have burst through the
strata, forming immense dykes for a great extent. The vacuity
occasioned by contraction after cooling in the interior, may
have been the cause of great dislocations in the superior strata,
as the melted matter abated in heat. Some openings, even of
large size, as well...
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