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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 186 pages.
Original publisher: Golden, Colo. : National Renewable Energy Laboratory, 2002 OCLC Number:
(OCoLC)52074753 Subject: Solar energy -- West (U. S. ). Excerpt: . . . FUEL FROM THE SKY: SOLAR POWERS
POTENTIAL FOR WESTERN ENERGY SUPPLY Exhibit 2: Generating Capacity Additions and Demand Growth in
the West, 1970-2004 New Capacity Demand Reserve Total Supply 300, 000 18, 000 16, 000 250, 000 14, 000 ( MW ) (
MW ) 200, 000 12, 000 city Supply No data 10, 000 Capa 150, 000 and New 8, 000 Incremental Demand 100, 000 6,
000 4, 000 50, 000 2,000 0 0 1970 1972 1974 1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002
2004 Year The Making of the Electricity Crisis In the 1970s, the West added power plants at an average rate of 7,
000 MW per year. Demand growth rates decreased in the 1970s below what was projected, which resulted in
significant surplus capacity by the early 1980s. During the 1980s power plant construction continued, though at
a slower average pace of 5, 600 MW per year. In the 1990s, as a result of the combi-nation of a capacity surplus,
the inability of the utilities to get recently constructed power plants into their rate bases, and the influx of
independent power producers ( IPPs ), power plant con-struction essentially stopped for the entire decade, while
demand growth picked up and ate away at the surpluses until demand eventually outstripped supply. Over the
past few years, reserve margins in California moved steadily downward to reach crisis levels in 2000. From 1988
to 1997, the 10-year average forecast reserve margin for California was 29. 4 . The Cal ISOs first calls...
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