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CHAPTER VI. TEMPERATURE. The earliest varieties of the Vine
require about five months to ripen their fruit from the time of
starting the Vines; but kinds like the Black Hamburgh are better
allowed six months. Late varieties, like the Muscat of Alexandria,
Gros Guillaume, and others mentioned in the list of late Grapes
at the end, require nearly eight months, but the Alicante and
Lady Downes can be ripened perfectly between the beginning of
April and the end of October. Grape-growers have, therefore,
only to calculate when they will need any given crops to be ripe,
and start their Vineries accordingly. Before starting the Vines
they should be washed and cleaned, and so should any portion
of the Vinery inside; the border should also receive a good
watering. As regards temperature a few noteworthy fruit-
growers allow considerable latitude, preferring rather to be
guided...
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