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encircle the German Army in France. By turning Patton s Third Army, in the south, north towards Argentan,
Bradley formed the lower jaw of a pincer movement while Montgomery ordered Crerar s First Canadian Army
south to push towards Falaise to form the upper jaw. Connecting the Allied armies between Falaise and
Argentan would completely surround the German army. To the north, Montgomery s forces struggled to push
south against the German defensive line. Patton s Third Army, in concert with the XIX Tactical Air Command,
was making extremely rapid progress. Late on the 12th of August, Bradley stopped Patton s forces from moving
north of Argentan. The decision to stop Third Army s movement north allowed many German personnel to
escape from the Falaise pocket. The failure of the Allied forces to close the Falaise Gap was the result of lack of
communication directly linked to the type of personalities of the commanders.
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